WEEK THREE
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1 Corinthians 4:2
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  
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Corinth - A Grecian city, on the isthmus which joins the Peloponnesus to the mainland of Greece. It is about 48 miles west of Athens. The ancient city was destroyed by the Romans (B.C. 146) and that mentioned in the New Testament was quite a new city, having been rebuilt about a century afterwards and peopled by a colony of freed men from Rome. It became under the Romans the seat of government for Southern Greece or Achaia (Ac 18:12-16). It was noted for its wealth, and for the luxurious and immoral and vicious habits of the people. It had a large mixed population of Romans, Greeks, and Jews.  When Paul first visited the city (A.D. 51 or 52) Gallio, the brother of Seneca, was proconsul. Here Paul resided for eighteen months (Ac 18:1-18). Here he first became aquainted with Aquila and Priscilla, and soon after his departure Apollos came to it from Ephesus. After an interval he visited it a second time, and remained for three months (Ac 20:3). During this second visit his Epistle to the Romans was written (probably A.D. 55). Although there were many Jewish converts at Corinth, yet the Gentile element prevailed in the church there. Some have argued (2Co 12:14; 13:1) that Paul visited Corinth a third time (i.e., that on some unrecorded occasion he visited the city between what are usually called the first and second visits). But the passages referred to only indicate Paul’s intention to visit Corinth. We can hardly suppose that such a visit could have been made by the apostle without more distinct reference to it.
Information taken from ONLINE BIBLE

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Examine –

1. As what does Paul want people to see him?

2. What does he call himself?

3. Define this term – 

4. Of what is he a steward?

5. What is the requirement of a steward?
6. What is a small thing to Paul?

· The word judgment at the end of verse three literally means day.  It refers to the day of judgment.  Paul is not concerned about man’s judgment at all.
7. What does he not do to himself?

8. What might we do if we judged ourself?

9. Who does Paul know will judge him?

10. What should we not do before time?

11. What two things will God do in His judgment?

12. What will we do when God judges?

· The problem with our judgment is that we do not always know all the facts.  We only see partly.  God sees all and knows all; this qualifies Him to judge!

Apply-

Do you judge other people?
Are you judging yourself? (Paul meant that we are held to our own standard)

Do you have hidden things that God will reveal?

Get right before God has to deal with you!
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 4:6-9
Examine –

1. What people does Paul use as types?
2. What should we not do with men?
3. What should we not be one against another?

· Paul is saying that there is no basis for religious cliques.  No one, because they are human, should be elevated to a party leader.  Christ is the one to be magnified!

4. Who makes us different from other people?

5. Who gave us gifts and talents?

6. If you had nothing to do with getting it then why are you glorying?

7. How does Paul describe these people?

Bonus – How are they kings?

8. To what had the apostles been appointed?

9. What were they made?

10. To what three groups of people?

11. What word is used in Hebrews 10:33 to describe how the world would look at them?

· I think Paul was demonstrating that this was not a glamorous position.  They were lifting them up but it was not what everyone thought it was.

Apply-

Are you using your gifts that God gave you?
How do you view others and their gifts?

Would you be willing to be laughed at for God?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 4:10-14
Examine –

1. List the words Paul uses to describe the apostles! (14 things)

2. What three ways does he describe the people at this church?

3. What three ways do they treat others when they badly treat them?

4. What does Paul not want to do by writing these things?

5. What is his purpose in writing them?

Apply-

As you look over the list in question one, can you ask yourself if you would be willing to go through that for God?  I didn’t ask if you had the strength, courage or steadfastness to do it but would you be willing to do it?
This requires some serious thought!
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 4:15
Examine –

1. How many instructors could they have in Christ?
2. How many fathers would they have?

3. In whom had Paul begotten them?

· Paul was their spiritual father!

4. As a result of this, what should they do?

· Paul had spent some time telling people not to be cliquish with their lives but now he is telling them to follow him.  Is this a contradiction?  No, Paul wants them to be loyal to Jesus but it is not wrong to follow an individual as long as you know that he is following Christ and points you toward Jesus all the time.

5. Who is Paul sending to them?

6. How does he describe him?

7. What will he do when he gets there?

8. Where is Paul teaching these things?

9. What is Paul hoping to do soon?

10. What does he not want to know?

11. How is the Kingdom of God demonstrated?

12. What are the two options for Paul to come to them?

Apply-

How do you prefer authorities to come to you?
Is it necessary for authorities to come both ways sometime?

Who are you following?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 5:1-5
Examine –

1. What was commonly reported among them?
· This word fornication is for any type of sexual sin!

2. This sin is not even named among whom?

3. With whom was the man sinning?

4. What was the churches reaction to it?

5. How should they have reacted?

6. What should happen to the one in sin?

7. Was Paul physically there?

8. What has Paul already determined about this man?

9. In whose name should they carry out this discipline?

10. When should it be done?

11. To whom should they deliver such a one?

12. What will he do?

13. What will happen to the spirit?

· This is a great passage to prove that you can not lose your salvation.  It also brings to light the fact that Satan can physically destroy your body.  Sin always cost!!!

Apply-

How do you react to sin?
Are you willing to confront sin when it is necessary?

Paul rebuked them because they were not willing to do this!

Ask God to help you mourn over other people’s sin and yours!! 
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – 1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Examine –

1. What was not good?
2. What leavens the whole lump?

3. How much does it take?

4. Define leaven – 

· Leaven is always a picture of sin in the Bible!

5. What should they do with the old leaven?
6. What will happen to them if they do this?

7. Who is our Passover?

8. What happened to Him?

Read Exodus 13:3-10

9. What was this feast called?

10. What did it show to the children of Israel year to year?

11. According to Exodus 12 what kept the children of Israel alive when the death angel passed over them?

· The Passover Feast was to commemorate what God did for the Israelites as He brought them from Egypt.  This was also a picture of a Spotless Lamb that would one day die so that all men would not taste spiritual death.  He, Jesus, was spotless and pure.  He was without sin, therefore He was our Passover.

12. The feast today is kept in our hearts.  How is it to be kept?

13. What should be absent? What should be present?

Apply-

Have you thanked God lately for the sacrifice on the cross?  Would you take sometime and thank Him now?
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Weekly memory verse – 1 Corinthians 4:2
Read – I Corinthians 5:9-13 
Examine –

1. To whom should we not keep company? (4 types/groups)
· The “go out of the world” means to be separated from the worldly ways.

2. What word does Paul use in verse 11 that lets us know that he is talking about Christians?

3. List the actions of people that we are to separate from as Christians!

4. What are we not to do with them?

· In Middle Eastern culture even to this day the ultimate of fellowship is eating together.

5. Do we judge people that are without the church?

6. Do we judge them that are within the church?

7. Who judges those that are without the church?

8. So what should they do with this man?

· We will learn later in the summer how to respond to the person who has been put out!

Apply-

If a Christian is living in sin, do you separate from him?
You may say, “Well that would be a slap in his face”. That is what it is intended to be; something to wake him up.  Learn to be separated Christians!
Main thoughts to meditate on this week:
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Prayer: 
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